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Eimnang The simpang or le‘lCl’lOﬂ where paths meet or dlverge makes up
the lrreduubly basic component of Daniel Dorall’s sculptural objects .
and room-size installation. They exist as hinges that transact the
human drama played out with the figurines that populate the many narratives within .
the artist’s mazes. In Dorall’s first solo exhlbltron in Malaysia, the simpang is projected
against a body of waters that shape and defi ne our past. Looking to specifically address
the country’s cultural geography, Dorall has chosen in this project to reread his interest
with space in relation to the pre-modern maritime history of the Malay archipelago. In .
this instance, the artist subverts the notion of the sea as an endless and boundless
expanse, casting the sea as central to the surreal imagining of our geography. As a
negative space corresponding to the land conventionalised imagination of the sea as an
open space is deconstructed, leadlng us to consider how our maritime roots as a space
shape our culture and history.

by simon soon

There are two components to SIMPANG. The first is the navigable room-size maze
installation where the viewers are invited to enter and explore. The second is a nine
piece miniature maze sculpture that is located within the maze installation. Both
parts show the artist’s increasing obsession towards realising John Ruskin’s notion of
an aesthetic of labour. The Ruskinian belief that an increase in labour, and therefore
sacrifice, is equitable to more beauty, resonates with the possibility of multlplymg the ' L
junctions, revealing the maze’s property as a devilish game of possibilities. .

Dorall’s practice is twinned by a formal exploration of architectural model-making in
relation to its sculptural property as well as a critical revision of an installation space.
Though informed by the discipline of architecture in which Dorall was trained in, his ]
works are strategic subversion of architecture’s utilitarian values, achieving clarity of | |
thought and resolution of their functionless form. As such, maze as a constructive fo‘rrrlt ‘
of choice, flaunts its axiomatic structure as a space for fun, folly, mystery or sorrow,
contrary to the most elementary notion of a building construction - which is to provide
shelter.

The maze presents forking possibilities. Like Jorge Luis Borges’s Garden of Forking Paths,
in which the author considers the maze as a ‘labyrinth that folds back upon itself in
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face everyday, as a nation or as an mdwrdual shaplng the course of our
its endless possrbllmes evoke and renew our | experience of awe and wonder at each
divergence on those forking paths that take us towards nowhere and everywhere




b. 1979, Malaysia

Arrived in Australia in 2003
Currently lives and works
in Melbourne, Australia

DANIEL DORALL completed a Bachelor of
Architecture at the University of Melbourne in 2005
having previously earned a Bachelor of Science in
Architecture with honours at the University of Malaya in
2002. He held his first solo exhibition Maze at the George
paton Gallery in 2005 and was awarded the University of
Melbourne Student Union arts grant. Since then, he has
held solo exhibitions in Melbourne including Lemmings
at Mailbox 141, Corridor at Red Gallery and Slide at
Gertrude Street Contemporary Art Space. Recent group
exhibitions include Artefact at Melbourne City Museum,
Size Matters at Albury Regional Art Gallery, Something
0ld Something New: The Sculpture Show at John Buckley
Gallery, Behind the Scenes at the Museum at Yarra
Sculpture Gallery and Small World at Blindside A.R.I.

He is also currently undertaking Master of Fine Art in
sculpture at Monash University.

In 2008, Dorall exhibited his solo works at The Physics
Room (Christchurch, May), Platform Artist Group
(Melbourne, july) and a solo exhibition Shaft at Dianne
Tanzer Gallery - where he is now represented. He was
also awarded the New Works Grant by the Australian
Council for the Arts and a Research Publication grant by
Monash University. :

In November 2009, Dorall had another exhibition of
drawing and sculpture at Dianne Tanzer Gallery. SIMPANG
is his second solo international exhibition for which he
received the Bombay Sapphire Art Projects 2009 grant.




2008’ cardboar.‘d‘ sand, plasﬁc hydrocr’yl" 40 X 4o x 12 cm

' [This artwork was shown in Shaft exhibition in 2008]
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2009  cardboard, sénd p{astic h‘yd-récryl 80 X 40 X 15 cm (dtptych)
[This artwork was shown in Distance exhibition in 2009]




20 X 20 X 4 ¢
in 2006}
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tine Willie Fine Art cordially invite you to the
ition opening on Thursday, 3 December 2009, at 8pm.
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be served. Bombay Sapphire is instantly recognisable around the world media partner
fa.net thanks to its striking translucent blue glass bottle design.
For nearly two decades, Bombay Sapphire has been supporting the
alan Telawi 3 inspirational work of international artists, designers and architects.
jala Lumpur, Malaysia The Bombay Sapphire inspired world encompasses art and a broad I
" - T " with thanks 1o
2348 range of design disciplines including glasses, ceramic, textiles, . -
5190 furniture and lightings.
t Room Bombay Sapphire is dedicated to recognise, encourage and support ~ Www.doofindustries.com
@ Room Malaysian visual artists and embraces every opportunity to
e : showcase genuine inspiration.
Fri 12noon to 8pm I
rday 12noon to 6pm The Bombay Sapphire Art Projects is an annual programme; it is FEcouslt
Concept for Maze Installation - BSAP n sundays and part of Bombay Sapphire’s goal to recognise outstanding local me‘” Records will be
holidav P = . 2C0 eCord e
lidays talents and excellence in the field of art and design. performing at 8.30pm
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