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BRINCINC IN THE CLOWNS
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Whai kind of a cireus dr:es fi,{alaysia deservel ln Ja{aini ,{bu l'lassan's:eeond solo exhibition

in Singapore bravely illustrates the comic-tragedy of a nation and its most reeent political

deadiock in the state of Perak through the iarcical spectacie of the big top.
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Jai is recognised today as a pioneer of sorts in the local art scene, being the {irst in Malaysia

to experirnent with bitllmen as a paint!ng medium, ar:d consequently fathering over a
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Coing to the Dogs 7#*S f*bric" **liag* and rharrr:a{ *il ##prt rSg x :$t.I crxl

and explored to underscore the expressive and more irnmediate vision of the artist. it resonates with the

pressing concerns of cur times that have becorne Jai's preoccupation over the last two years of his practice.

The carnival-esque coterie animals and ciowns that take centre s{age in his new works are bltlng satire that

hint abrasively at the ccllapse o{ reason and order. To visualise this regression,.!ai returns to drawimg as

a technique and charcoal as a rnaterial that could thematise how our humanist ideals have devolved into

animalistic bufiocnery. ln 9a{ancing Acf, this potitical charade is suggesteC as perforrnance of equilibrium,

comically enacted by two rcosters, a dog and a miniature horse.

These large-scale drawings can also be seen as advertising posters and they refer to Jai's well-known

compositional repertoire of uslng the pictorial surface as a contair:er of cultural registers.
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Borrowing the curlicue-like typeface that !s nonrally seen in circus billboarcls, Silver Circus

features a dog, chieken and bear as fun {air mascots. bedecked in cone hats antl festive fez.

The text 'party anirnal' is further scrawled right below the bear. a wordplay that linhs the

parties in politics with the highlig'xted objects o{ entertainrnent.

Like his prevlous series, lai rnakes several self-deprecating appearances in Eist'k Mefiie{it.

Ff e plays the clown tigure this time and the butt of joke !n junra Badut, mccking at ihe

c0ntestati0il within our palitical batlle arena as foolish and rib-tickling at besl. ln 6ring

MThe ak;wns, he takes 0n the role as a herald, blowing a medieval trumpet lo signal the

start of the sho\M" Metaphorically, these roles allude to the expanded notion 0f the artitllc

identities that Jai playfully assumes in many of his works throughout his car*el refiecting

his conviction in an artistic expressi*n that is n0t divorced frcm the soeio-cultural (and also

political) context from which the artist *perates"
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For all the atmosphere of festivity suggested in the series, the choice of charccal alsc affects

rfiuten€ss and distance. They appear like worn posters, reeoded to transcribe a reality that

may also seem like an event of the

past. This distaneing hightights the The Balancing Act 2009 fabric collage and charcoal on paper
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