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i::;::.fr!!.*W:r':Xlf ,.rH:iJ'I,J*u],,*.,', ., *e Gunnery (the buildins was a depor ror armaments) in wooiroomooroo. rhe room

has two ceiling-high windowb and it faces an alley at the back of the building. The window on the left looks out toward Potts Point and-the one on

the right to Darlinghurst and its vicinity' Seidler's apartment tower' in Darlinghurst sticks out Prominently and is hard to miss' The all-white building

changes into subtle variances of colour all the time, every day. The houses across the building are inhabited but look deserted' and the only hint

of their occupants is in the changing curtain arrangements. On rainy antipodean winter days, the sky is always impressive' and from the cdmfort of

my room, I could watch the view forever.

In my previous series of portraits, (to me) the painterly concerns are very similar to those of landscape' In this new body of work' like still-lifes

and portraits, landscapes do capture tangible objects in real time. In this series, I painted what was in the foreground' the studio window frame'

something that was within my reach and touch, which was then a take-off point for the flight of the eye over whatever else was in view'

Sky Light (a series of eight paintings)

The Sft1 Light seies is taken from Angela and Hijjas's Kasturi's Rimbun Dahan gallery in Kuang, which is r

tJrere for a month earlier this year, observing the changing light through each day' The octagonal skylight

a church. The sun goes down quite suddenly in Kuang - these eight vignettes are views looking up from th

sun and then the trees disappear.

Swimming Pool (a series of three paintings)

Last year I moved into a new ap:rtment' The building has a blue tiled swimming pool that looks very invitin

I was always going into the pool, just to be in the water. It is very deep and only shallow within a few inch

pool is a respite.

Swimming Pool iii, zoo6

Oil on canvas

122 X L22 Cm
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neath the entrance atrium to their house. I was working

l in the sun which floods the underground space, like in
tsry towards the sky, in a sequence caughtjust before the

Iove water very much but I can't swim. In the beginnirg,
n the edge. In this hot and humid tropical weather, the



SkS Light uii. U uiii. zoob

Oil on canvas

25.5 x 29.5 cm

The Infrequenl Transil ofVenu,

I visited Melbourne for ten dar-s, I l'alked a lot. I lor,e the Ro1,a1 Botanic Gardens of Melbourne. I was very intrigued
by the Old Melbourne Observatorr' (built r 863) at the Birdsrvood Avenue entrance, which is in fact two connecting
observatories - the 'Photoheliograph House' and the '8" South Equatorial House'.

The Photoheliograph is a special camera to photograph the sun, housed in the small domed building, joined to
the 8" South Equatorial telescope-house. On everv clear dav for over twenty years, a picture of the Sun was taken

within the dome and those r 7oo photograpl-ric plates still exist. Both houses were actually built in anticipation of an

astronomical event - the transit of Yenus. -\s the position of \renus and the Earth aligned to allow observation ofVenus

passing in front of the Sun, r g'l' centurv astronomers rrere given a brief opportunity to calculate distances between

the celestial bodies.

Effectivell,, these buildings were corstmcted for scientific observations undertaken during six hours in two days

out of the entire r g'h centur\'. \\-hichever nation could calculate the distance between the Earth and the Sun could
build a more.accurate chronorneter - a navigational device used to establish positions at sea - and thus expand
their empire.

A transit of Venus occurred nr-ice in the r 9'h centllr\; in r 874 and r 882, after which the Photoheliograph was used to

record the surface behar-ior-u' of the Sun. and the South Equatorial telescope for the observation of comets and minor
planets. Another r 2 2 vears l'ould pass before Australians had a chance to witness the transit of Venus, in zoo4,

Closer

Coming from Kelantan, I drive up the west coast and down the east coast during the Hari Raya exodus. I take the

Kl-Perak-Kelantan-Kuantan-Kl route - sometimes it seems monotonous but most of the time I love going through
this endless verl'leaf,v green Malaysian highway-scape.

ENDNOTES

The Infrequent Transit of Venus, 2006

Oil on canvas

g4x 73.7 cm

r 'Horizon Apartments', Darlinghurst, Architect Harry Seidler, Design/Completion rggo - lggS



Studio t at The Gunnery ia, u €l ai, zoo6

Oil on canvas

2b.b x 16.5 cm x 3

Noor Mahnun Mohamed studied at the Hochschule fur Bildende

Kunste, Braunschweig (tg8g - 1996) in Germany and graduated

with a Masters in Fine Art. In zooo she was the Malaysian artist-in-

residence at Rimbun Dahan, ayear long programme which invites a

Malaysian and an Australian artist to live and work on a private estate

outside of Kuala Lumpur. She was awarded the Italian Government

Scholarship in zoo3 and studied printmaking at the International

School of Print and Graphic Il Bisonte, Florence, Italy.

In zoo5 she was recipient of the Australian High Commission Kuala

Lumptr Visual Arts Residen cy atGunnery Studios, Sydney, Australia.

The third recipient of a unique exchange program initiated by tkre

Australian High Commission in zoo3, to give Malaysian artists the

opportunity to live and work in Australia over an extended period of
time. The purpose of the residency is to encourage cross-cultural links

between Malaysia and Australia and encourage further partnerships

between Australian and Malaysian institutions and organisations.

Noor Mahnun has had several solo and group exhibitions, locally

and abroad. She lives and works in Kuala Lumpur.
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NOOR MAHNUN MOHAMED
BoRN L964, Kelantan

EDUCATION
rgSg - gO Hochschu.le fur Bildende Kunste, Braunschweig, Germany

l 996 Masters in Fine Art, Hochschule fur Bildende Kunste, Braunschweig, Germany
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& RESIDENCY

znd, Prize. Alpirsbach Galerie Competition, Alpirsbach, Germany

Rimbun D ahan, Artist-in.Re sidence, Kuang, Selan gor

Italian Government Scholarship Programme, Italian Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, studying printmaking at International School of Print and

Graphic It Bisonte, Florence, Italy

Australian High Commission (Kuala Lumpur) Visual Arts Residen cy at

Gunnery Studios, Sydney, Australia

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2oo5

Video Diva, Florence, Italy

Sparkasse der Stadt, Berlin, Germany

Galerie im zweiten Rang des Staatshe ater, Braunschweig, Germany

Kunst in Treppenhaus, Feldschlo chen, Braunschweig, Germany

Mysteries, Angelucci, Kuala Lumpur

Naor Mahnun Mohamed,: Solo Exhibition,Ya\entine Willie Fine Art,

Kuala Lumpur
Pictures of Me, Pictures of You,Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
rgg3 Aufheben, Alpirsbach Galerie, Alpirsbach, Germany

Lgg4 Werkschau Klasse Gorella, Galerie der HBK Braunschweig, Germany

r gg5 0beratl, Alpirsbach Galerie, Alpirsb ach, Germany

r996 Me'isterschiiler 96', BMG Halle, Braunschweig, Germany

LggT 5 x 5, Galerie Peters-Baienbrock, Braunschweig, Germany

r ggS Of Allegory and Symbols, Galeri Tangsi, Kuala Lumpur

l ggg Aku - Potret Diri, Petronas Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

zooo Loue on Paper, Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

Arang,Gallerie Taksu, Kuala Lumpur

Water For Lcfe,Islamic Art Museum, Kuala Lumpur

zoo r Head,lights,Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

Itham, Galeri Shah Alam, Selangor

Rimbun Dahan Artist in Residence, Selangor

Flashpoi,nr, WVIF Charity Exhibition, Rimbun Dahan, Selangor

zooz ldentities, National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

Bara Hati BahangJiwa, National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

Laughter, iPreciation Gallery, Singapore

Painted: Southeast Asian Contemporary Artists, Valentine Willie Fine Art,

Kuala Lumpur

zoo3 (Jrbanart 2ooj,Melbourne, Australia

Games People Play,Rimbun Dahan, Selangor D.E.

Mostra di Fine Anno,Il Bisonte, Florence, Italy

'n Bisonte agli, Uff,zi,, Galleria degliUffizi, Florence, Italy

zoo4 Portrails, Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian Art Now, National A{ Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

Paradise Lost / Paradise Found, \MV\rF Charity Exhibition,

Rimbun Dahan, Selangor

zoob Spirit of Wood and Other Treasures, Taksu Gallery, Kuala Lumpur

Thrnan Sari,in aid of World Wildlife Fund, Rimbun Dahan, Selangor

zoo6 Si,gned U Dated: Valentine Willie Fine Art 10'h Anniversary,

Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur

Feed, Me! An Explorati,on of Appetites in aid of World Witdtife Fund,

Rimbun Dahan, Selangor

> Closer, zoo6

Oil on canvas

4g.b x 63.5 cm
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