


Pang Heng Khan

The art of Chinese cal.l.igraphy unites the aesthe-

tics of written [anguage and visuaI form. Its [ong

and continuous tradition runs through the heart

of Chinese culture. Pang Heng Khan, a specia[ist

ofthis artform, uses his experience in the

medium to re-evaluate the cail.igraphic tradition,

finding here an expression of Chinese culturaI

identity in its changing modern context. What is

unified and refined is treated to contradiction

and questioning. In his paintings, the clear

masterfuL stroke of the caLl,igrapher is b[urred -

the artist expresses his sense of the confusion

of being overseas Chinese, and how this relates

to Chinese culturaItradition. He places elements

l.ike the dragon embtem and othericons flat

against his cal.l.igraphic compositions, the

comfort of the fami[iarjostLing with the wel.Ling

expressiveness of b[ack in k. The customary

'dui lien'which adorn the doorways of many

Chinese houses are used as a symboLic structuraI

e lem ent, g ua rdi n g th e entra n ceway to th e

househo[d, to meaning and identity. In his

recent work, he transcribes the work offamous

Chinese poets through the centuries, juxtapos-

ing the different ca[[igraphic styles beLonging to

each poet and period of the verses used. He takes

his place in a tradition of copying the masters'

classics, but by condensing them into sing[e

compositions, invites us to exp[ore the meaning

of the tradition itse[f. Using as keys the very

e[ements that constitute tradition and the

preserved values that go with it, he unlocks the

possibitities of traditionaI form to express a

modern state of min d, a contemporary fl.uidity of

cu ltu re.

Untitled

1.99,6

Mixed media on rice paper

t8Olcm x 48cm
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Li ew Siow Ching

Moving awayfrom the famjtiarterritories of the

poetry of the naturat and the lessons of the past,

Liew Siow Ching uses the Chinese in k and brush

medium to exp[ore their antithesis - the forms, tex-

tures and meanings of contemporary urban living.

S h e focuses on two centra I etem ents - hig h - rise

apartments and cars in trafFic. In the'Flourish City'

series, in a wonderful pl,ay on the origins and use of

ca[[igraphy, she turns the Chinese character for

'car' ('che') into its reaI pictoriaI expression. The

uniform character, varying onl.yin size, multiplies

to fi[[ her compositions, heading in myriad

directions, effectivel.y bringing across the density

and pace of a city's movements. The overla ylng /
underlying patterns of this congested cityscape are

commented on in the subtle imprint of grid struc-

tures deriving from the Chinese chess-board, or

littenementwindows. In her more recentseries of

work, inspired by high-rise apartment living,

she takes the birdcage as a poetic metaphorforthe

upper-storeyf[at, with its griU.ed doors and

windows, one stacked upon the other pe[[-me[[,

creating a fragi[e community of unseen inhabi-

tants, crowded, Babe[-[ike, broughtto l.ife bythe

accidentaI co[ours of curtains, clothes-[ines, potted

p[ants, Working within the parameters of rhythmic

and spatiaI harmony traditionail.y exacted by

Chineseink and brush, white appl.ying a wittyyet

direct sense of metaphorin her interpretation of

forms, Liew Siow Ching achieves the rare feat of

capturing the dynamics of modern urbanityin a

traditionaImedium, creating a unique aesthetic out

of the contorting effects of our brave new [ife.

Flourish City VI

19 98

Mixed media on rice paper

183cm x 9L.5cm



Pang Heng Khan (born 1,969 Malacca)

Education

1992 Diploma in Fine Art, Malaysian Institute ofArt, Kuala Lumpur (majoring in ink painting)

Awards

7994-96 HonorabLe Mention, The Phitip Morris ArtAwards, NationatArt Ga[[ery. Kua[a Lumpur

tggz,7gg4 TalentPrizeAward,MapteLeafAward.Internationa[OrientatWashandlnkArtExhibition,

( Ca n a da In stitute 0f C hi n ese Art)
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Nationat TaLent Prize, 'New Artist Award' (Top Art GaLLery)

Exhibitions (
Singa pore/ Kored CaLLigraphy Exchange Exhibition, Singapore

Malaysi af Korea CaLLigraphy Exchange Exhibition , MaLaysia

Seo u 1.92, Intern ati o n a L M od ern Ca LLi g ra p hy Exhi biti o n, Ko rea

Contemporarylnk Painting, MIA Kuata Lumpur

Bakat Muda Sezaman, NationatArt GaLlery, KuaLa Lumpur

7 Space, Gatlery MIA, Kua[a Lumpur

The City Contemporary Society and The Urban Environment Exhibition, Architecture C[ub,

KuaLa Lumpur

TheYoung 0nes, Nanyang GaLlery, Kua[a Lumpur

Contemporarylnk Painting Research Society, 2nd Art Exhibition, Gallery MIA, Kua[a Lumpur

4th InternationaI Chinese CaLLigraphy Exchange & Exhibition, The CaLl.igraphy Society of

Malaysia, Kua[a Lumpur, China, Taipei and Chiyodaku Hitotsubashi

Mataysian Drawings, NationaLArt Ga[[ery, Kua[a Lumpur

0ther

Lecturer, Malaysian Institute of Art, Kuata Lumpu r :

Liew Siow Ching (born 1,971 Johor Bah ru)
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Education

DipLoma in Fine Art, MaLaysian Institute of Art, Kua[a Lumpur (majoring in ink painting)

Awards

Honor'ab[e Mention, The Phi[ip Morris ArtAwards, NationaIArtGaLlery, KuaLa Lumpur

Major Award, Malaysian Young Contemporary Ink Painting, KuaLa Lumpur

Exhibitions

Dipl.oma Show, MIA GaLlery, KuaLa Lumpur

Bakat Muda Sezaman, NationaL Art Gattery, Kuata Lumpur

Malaysian Contemporary Art Exhibition , Beijing Museum of Art, Chi,na

1.st Floor,77 Jalan Telawi 3 tel: 60 3 -284 2348

Bangsar Baru fax: 60 3 -282 5790

59100 Kuala Lumpur http :/ /www.artsasia.com.my

Malaysia

Southeast Asian Patntings & Works of Art
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